Birds of the Masai Mara: A Wildlife Explorer's
Guide to the Serengeti's Winged Wonders

The Masai Mara National Reserve in Kenya is renowned for its
breathtaking wildlife, and its birdlife is no exception. Home to over 500
species of birds, the Mara offers an unparalleled opportunity to observe a
wide range of avian wonders in their natural habitat. This comprehensive
guidebook is designed to enhance your birdwatching experience in the
Masai Mara, providing detailed descriptions, stunning photographs, and
expert insights into the diverse and vibrant birdlife of this iconic African

savanna.

Birdwatching in the Masai Mara

The Masai Mara is a birdwatcher's paradise, offering an abundance of
habitats to explore. From the open grasslands to the acacia woodlands and
riverine forests, each ecosystem supports a unique assemblage of bird
species. The best time for birdwatching in the Mara is during the dry
season (June to October),when the vegetation is less dense and the birds
are more concentrated around water sources. However, the Mara is a year-
round destination for birdwatching, with different species active throughout

the year.
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There are many ways to experience the birdlife of the Masai Mara. You can

embark on guided birdwatching tours, join a birding group, or explore the

reserve independently. The Mara Serena Safari Lodge, located in the heart

of the reserve, is a popular base for birdwatchers, offering guided walks

and drives, as well as access to a variety of habitats within the lodge

grounds.

Bird Species of the Masai Mara

The Masai Mara is home to a wide range of bird species, including:

Raptors: The Mara is home to a variety of raptors, including vultures,
eagles, hawks, and falcons. The African fish eagle is a common sight,
soaring over the rivers and lakes in search of prey. The martial eagle,
one of Africa's largest eagles, is also found in the Mara, preying on
small mammals and reptiles.

Waterbirds: The Mara's rivers, lakes, and wetlands support a diverse
array of waterbirds. The hippopotamus pool, located near the Mara
Serena Safari Lodge, is a haven for waterbirds, including herons,
egrets, ibises, and spoonbills. The Mara River is also a popular spot
for birdwatching, with kingfishers, bee-eaters, and storks often seen
along the riverbanks.

Grassland birds: The open grasslands of the Mara are home to a
variety of grassland birds, including larks, pipits, and weavers. The
yellow-throated longclaw is a common sight, its distinctive call echoing
across the grasslands. The grey-crowned crane, one of Africa's most
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iconic birds, is also found in the Mara, often seen in pairs or small
groups.

=  Woodland birds: The acacia woodlands of the Mara provide habitat
for a variety of woodland birds, including woodpeckers, barbets, and
flycatchers. The crested francolin, a large ground-dwelling bird, is often
seen in the woodlands, while the Schalow's turaco, a colorful fruit-
eating bird, is also found in the Mara's woodlands.

Bird Photography in the Masai Mara

The Masai Mara is a photographer's dream, offering countless
opportunities to capture stunning images of its diverse birdlife. Here are a
few tips for bird photography in the Mara:

= Use a telephoto lens to get close-up shots of birds. A lens with a focal
length of 300mm or more is ideal for bird photography.

= Be patient and wait for the right moment to take your shot. Birds are
often most active in the early morning and late afternoon.

= Use a fast shutter speed to capture sharp images of birds in flight. A
shutter speed of 1/1000th of a second or faster is recommended.

= Pay attention to the background when composing your shots. A clean
background will help your subject stand out.

= Use a tripod to stabilize your camera and prevent camera shake.

With its stunning scenery, diverse birdlife, and excellent photographic
opportunities, the Masai Mara is a must-visit destination for birdwatchers
and wildlife enthusiasts alike. This comprehensive guidebook will enhance
your birdwatching experience in the Mara, providing the information and



insights you need to fully appreciate the beauty and wonder of this avian

paradise.
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