
Discover the Angling Paradise of Knott
County Kentucky: Your Guide to Fishing and
Floating Adventures

Nestled in the heart of the Appalachian Mountains, Knott County Kentucky
is a hidden gem for anglers and outdoor enthusiasts. With its breathtaking
scenery, crystal-clear rivers, and abundant fish populations, it offers an
unparalleled fishing experience. Whether you're a seasoned angler or just
starting your fishing journey, this comprehensive guide will provide you with
everything you need to know to plan the perfect fishing and floating
adventure in Knott County.
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Fishing Hotspots

Knott County boasts a plethora of fishing hotspots, each offering its own
unique challenges and rewards. Here are a few of the most popular
destinations:

North Fork Kentucky River

This picturesque river is renowned for its trophy-sized smallmouth bass,
walleye, and muskie. With its deep pools, riffles, and abundant cover, the
North Fork provides anglers with ample opportunities to catch the fish of a
lifetime.

Carr Creek Lake
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This man-made lake is a sanctuary for largemouth bass, bluegill, and
crappie. Its calm waters and secluded coves offer a serene setting for
fishing and relaxation.

Cumberland River

The Cumberland River forms the southern boundary of Knott County and is
known for its diverse fish populations, including largemouth bass,
smallmouth bass, catfish, and sauger. Anglers can fish from the bank, wade
in the shallows, or launch a boat to explore the river's many nooks and
crannies.

Floating the Rivers

In addition to its exceptional fishing, Knott County is also a popular
destination for whitewater rafting and kayaking. Here are two
recommended float trips that offer a unique perspective on the county's
natural beauty:

North Fork Kentucky River Float

This scenic float trip covers approximately 10 miles and takes about 4-6
hours to complete. Along the way, you'll encounter whitewater rapids,
serene pools, and stunning views of the surrounding mountains.

Carr Creek Lake Float

This leisurely float trip is perfect for families and anglers alike. The calm
waters of Carr Creek Lake provide a relaxing way to explore the lake's
coves, islands, and submerged structures where fish are often hiding.

Fishing Techniques



To maximize your chances of success when fishing in Knott County, here
are a few effective techniques to consider:

Smallmouth Bass

Smallmouth bass can be caught using a variety of lures and bait, including
crankbaits, spinnerbaits, and live minnows. Focus on fishing around rocky
areas, drop-offs, and current seams.

Largemouth Bass

Largemouth bass prefer shallow, weedy areas and can be caught using
lures such as spinnerbaits, topwater frogs, and soft plastic worms.

Walleye

Walleye are typically found in deeper waters and can be caught using jigs,
crankbaits, and live bait rigs. Troll along drop-offs and underwater
structures to locate these elusive fish.

Muskie

Muskie are the largest fish species found in Knott County and require
specialized tackle and techniques. Use large lures, such as crankbaits,
swimbaits, and bucktails, and target areas with abundant cover.

Planning Your Trip

To ensure a successful fishing and floating adventure in Knott County, here
are a few planning tips to keep in mind:

Lodging



Knott County offers a variety of lodging options, including cabins, motels,
and bed and breakfasts. Book your accommodations in advance, especially
if you're visiting during peak season.

Guides and Outfitters

If you're new to the area or want to maximize your fishing experience,
consider hiring a local guide or outfitter. They can provide valuable advice,
equipment, and access to secret fishing spots.

Safety

Always wear a life jacket when floating or fishing in rivers. Be aware of your
surroundings and respect the power of nature.

Regulations

Before fishing or floating in Knott County, be sure to obtain a valid Kentucky
fishing license and familiarize yourself with any local regulations.

Knott County Kentucky is a fishing and floating paradise that offers
something for every angler. Whether you're seeking trophy-sized fish or
simply a peaceful day on the water, this guide will help you plan the perfect
adventure. So grab your gear, gather your friends, and experience the
unmatched beauty and fishing opportunities that Knott County has to offer.
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