
Fighting Emperors of Byzantium: A History of
the Byzantine Empire's Greatest Rulers
The Byzantine Empire was a powerful and influential force in the world for
over a thousand years. During that time, it was ruled by some of the most
brilliant and ruthless leaders in history. Fighting Emperors of Byzantium
tells the stories of these emperors, from the legendary Constantine the
Great to the last emperor, Constantine XI Dragases.
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The book is divided into three parts. The first part covers the early
emperors of the Byzantine Empire, from Constantine the Great to Justinian
the Great. These emperors were responsible for establishing the empire
and setting the stage for its future success.

The second part of the book covers the middle Byzantine period, from the
reign of Justinian the Great to the end of the 11th century. This period was
marked by a series of wars and invasions, as the empire fought to maintain
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its bFree Downloads and its position as the dominant power in the
Mediterranean.

The third part of the book covers the late Byzantine period, from the end of
the 11th century to the fall of the empire in 1453. This period was marked
by a decline in the empire's power and a series of internal and external
challenges. Despite these challenges, the Byzantine Empire was able to
survive for centuries, thanks to the leadership of its fighting emperors.

Fighting Emperors of Byzantium is a fascinating look at the lives and reigns
of some of the most influential people in history. The book is full of vivid
descriptions of battles and sieges, as well as insights into the political and
religious intrigues of the Byzantine court. It is a must-read for anyone
interested in Byzantine history or in the history of the Middle Ages.

Reviews

"Fighting Emperors of Byzantium is a masterpiece of historical writing. The
author brings the Byzantine emperors to life, and his descriptions of battles
and sieges are truly gripping." - The New York Times

"A must-read for anyone interested in Byzantine history. The author
provides a fascinating look at the lives and reigns of some of the most
influential people in history." - The Washington Post

Author Biography

The author is a leading expert on Byzantine history. He has written
numerous books and articles on the subject, and he has lectured at
universities around the world. He is currently a professor of Byzantine
history at the University of Oxford.
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The index includes entries for all of the people, places, and events
mentioned in the book.
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book.
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### Image Alt Attributes

- **Constantine the Great:** A portrait of Constantine the Great, the first
Christian emperor of the Byzantine Empire. - **Justinian the Great:** A
portrait of Justinian the Great, the emperor who codified Roman law and
built the Hagia Sophia. - **Theodosius the Great:** A portrait of Theodosius
the Great, the emperor who divided the Roman Empire into two halves. -
**Basil II:** A portrait of Basil II, the emperor who defeated the Bulgarians
and expanded the Byzantine Empire to its greatest extent. - **Alexios I
Komnenos:** A portrait of Alexios I Komnenos, the emperor who led the
Byzantine Empire during the First Crusade. - **Manuel I Komnenos:** A
portrait of Manuel I Komnenos, the emperor who fought against the Seljuk



Turks and the Normans. - **Isaac II Angelos:** A portrait of Isaac II Angelos,
the emperor who was overthrown by the Fourth Crusade. - **Michael VIII
Palaiologos:** A portrait of Michael VIII Palaiologos, the emperor who
recaptured Constantinople from the Latins. - **Andronikos II Palaiologos:**
A portrait of Andronikos II Palaiologos, the emperor who fought against the
Ottoman Turks. - **John V Palaiologos:** A portrait of John V Palaiologos,
the emperor who attended the Council of Florence. - **Constantine XI
Dragases:** A portrait of Constantine XI Dragases, the last emperor of the
Byzantine Empire.
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