Indie Games: Superbrothers and the Making
of Jett

Image of Jett: The Far Shore - Alt text: Jett flying through a vibrant alien
landscape.

Superbrothers is an acclaimed indie game studio known for its evocative
and experimental titles. From the critically praised Sword & Sworcery EP to
the more recent Jett: The Far Shore, the studio has consistently pushed the
boundaries of storytelling and gameplay in the gaming industry. This article
takes a deep dive into the creative process, inspirations, and challenges
that shaped Superbrothers' journey in the making of Jett: The Far Shore.

The Genesis of Jett

Jett: The Far Shore is a single-player narrative-driven game that follows
Mei, a scout from a dying world, as she explores a mysterious ocean planet
called Jett. The game's concept originated from a desire to create a game
that explored themes of loss, grief, and the search for meaning in an
uncertain future.
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Superbrothers drew inspiration from a wide range of sources, including
science fiction classics, speculative literature, and even the history of space
exploration. The team wanted to craft a game that evoked a sense of
wonder and exploration while also delving into deeper emotional themes.

The Creative Process

The development of Jett: The Far Shore was an iterative and collaborative
process. Superbrothers emphasized a non-linear approach, allowing ideas
and concepts to flow freely among the team. This fluid approach fostered a
creative environment where experimentation and risk-taking were
encouraged.

The team spent considerable time prototyping and testing different
mechanics, gameplay systems, and narrative elements. They sought to
create a cohesive experience that balanced exploration, storytelling, and
emotional impact. The game's unique flight mechanics, for example,
required extensive fine-tuning to achieve a sense of weightlessness and
freedom.

Narrative and Exploration

Storytelling plays a central role in Jett: The Far Shore. The game unfolds
through environmental storytelling, audio logs, and interactive sequences
that reveal fragments of Mei's journey and the world she inhabits. The
narrative weaves together themes of loss, hope, and the complexities of
human relationships.
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Exploration is another key aspect of the game. Players are encouraged to
venture beyond the main story path, discover hidden locations, and
uncover the secrets of Jett. The game's world is designed to reward
curiosity, offering glimpses of the planet's history, its inhabitants, and the
remnants of a lost civilization.

Challenges and Triumphs

Indie game development presents its own set of challenges, and
Superbrothers faced several hurdles along the way. Funding was a
constant concern, as the studio relied on Kickstarter campaigns and
financial support from publishers to bring their vision to life. The team also
encountered technical difficulties, especially in developing the game's
complex flight mechanics.

Despite these challenges, Superbrothers remained steadfast in their
commitment to delivering a unique and meaningful experience. The team's
perseverance and dedication ultimately paid off, as Jett: The Far Shore
received critical acclaim for its beautiful visuals, evocative storytelling, and
thought-provoking themes.

Superbrothers' journey in the making of Jett: The Far Shore is a testament
to the passion and creativity that drives indie game development. By
embracing experimentation, collaboration, and a deep commitment to their
vision, the team crafted a game that resonates with players on a profound
level. Jett: The Far Shore stands as a shining example of how indie games
can push boundaries and offer unique and impactful experiences.
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