
Lucius Verus and the Roman Defence of the
East: The Forgotten Emperor Who Saved the
Empire
Lucius Verus was a Roman emperor who ruled jointly with his adoptive
brother, Marcus Aurelius, from 161 to 169 AD. During his reign, he played a
key role in the Roman defence of the East against the Parthian Empire.
This article explores the life and career of Lucius Verus, and his role in the
Roman defence of the East.

Early life and career

Lucius Verus was born in 130 AD to Aelius Verus and Domitia Lucilla. His
father was a consul and his mother was the daughter of the emperor
Hadrian. Lucius Verus was raised in Rome and received a traditional
Roman education. He was a skilled orator and poet, and he was also
interested in philosophy and history.
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In 153 AD, Lucius Verus was appointed quaestor, the lowest rank of the
Roman magistracy. He served in this position for two years, and then he
was appointed tribune of the plebs. In 161 AD, he was elected consul, the
highest office in the Roman Republic. That same year, his adoptive brother,
Marcus Aurelius, became emperor, and he appointed Lucius Verus as his
co-emperor.

The Parthian War

In 161 AD, the Parthian Empire invaded Roman Armenia. The Parthians
were a powerful enemy, and they had a long history of conflict with the
Romans. Marcus Aurelius decided to send Lucius Verus to the East to lead
the Roman defence against the Parthians.

Lucius Verus arrived in the East in 162 AD, and he quickly began to
prepare for war. He raised a large army, and he also formed alliances with
the local kings and princes. In 163 AD, he launched a campaign against the
Parthians, and he won a decisive victory at the Battle of Edessa.

The victory at Edessa gave the Romans the upper hand in the war. Lucius
Verus continued to campaign against the Parthians, and he won several
more victories. In 166 AD, he captured the Parthian capital of Ctesiphon.
The capture of Ctesiphon was a major victory for the Romans, and it forced
the Parthians to sue for peace.

The aftermath of the war

The Parthian War was a major success for Lucius Verus. He had defeated
a powerful enemy, and he had restored Roman control over the East. He
was hailed as a hero by the Roman people, and he was given the title of
Parthicus Maximus.



After the war, Lucius Verus returned to Rome. He continued to rule jointly
with Marcus Aurelius until his death in 169 AD. During his reign, he played
a key role in the Roman defence of the East, and he helped to secure the
empire's bFree Downloads.

Legacy

Lucius Verus is often overlooked by historians, but he was a significant
figure in Roman history. He was a skilled general who defeated a powerful
enemy, and he played a key role in the Roman defence of the East. He was
also a popular emperor who was loved by the Roman people.

The legacy of Lucius Verus is complex. He was a successful general, but
he was also a ruthless conqueror. He was a popular emperor, but he was
also a spendthrift. However, there is no doubt that he was a significant
figure in Roman history, and he played a key role in the defence of the
empire.

Lucius Verus was a Roman emperor who ruled jointly with his adoptive
brother, Marcus Aurelius, from 161 to 169 AD. During his reign, he played a
key role in the Roman defence of the East against the Parthian Empire. He
was a successful general who won several decisive victories, and he was
also a popular emperor who was loved by the Roman people. The legacy
of Lucius Verus is complex, but he was a significant figure in Roman
history, and he played a key role in the defence of the empire.
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